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From the Minister

As | write to you, once again we are in the midst of
preparation and change. Thomas has moved to his new}|
career. We have rejoiced that our town of Paisley is in t
running for the City of Culture 2021, and we are beginni
a new session with our organisations and groups. In add
September to this, we welcome the staff and students of the Highla

Sun3 10.15 Office Bear e sTIgeolgqalcravaPllgz%e D 1S BTG CERITE:

Diary Dates

August
Sun 20 11.00 Sunday School resumes

11.00 Sacrament of Holy Communion A class of nine year old children were asked to bring something special in for

14.30 Sacrament of Holy Communion the next o0Bring and Tel _| Timeo. As

October were asked to bring something that represented their faith. Joseph showed a
star to the class, o0l am Jewish s

Sunl 11.00 Harvest Thanksgiving
Monthly Communion after the service
Sun 8 11.00 Dedication and Family Service . ;
is a @ake. 0

November ) - ;
Sun5  Monthly Communion after the service You may well have heard that joke before now but it still makes me smile!

15.00 Service of Memorial & Thanksgivig| However, it is always good to have the excuse for a celebration, no matter
Sun 12 10.50 Remembrance Service how great or small the reason might be.

Sun 26 11.00Sunday School Gift Service When we are in hospital, ill at home or are feeling overwhelmed with life, al
we long for is to do the simple, ordinary things like going for a walk or sitting in
the garden or park and listening to the birds. Such things can become a real
On other Sundays, worship is at 11.00 celebration of everyday life if we do them with awareness. Sometimes it is
important to pause and actually see the things around us, to look in detalil at

o}
came to the front of the class wi|th
rosary. o0 Then Andrew came out to |th

*kkkk

the beauty of a flower or the pattern of the clouds, and allow ourselves to

celebrate and thank God for the beauty of everyday life.
Wy n d Centr(/m . :

Bigger celebrations and cakes are also great because they helgualuate
Graeme W. McGowan (Chairm [z what has happened in the past and take time to be thankful. As we prepare for

In the last issue of Trinity, | advised that we hg@ur Season of Communion we remember that we will soon celebrate harvest, a
appointed a new Counselling Manager, Rebed dime for thanking God that all is safely gathered in, and a time for celebrating
Black. the great bounty of creation.

Rebecca comes from a background in nursing Itis also a time for celebrating all the gifts He has given us, the talents and
and adult career guidance. She has extensive| abilities of ourselves and others giving thanks for how we share them. Please
counselling experience, having worked with a | Fémember those who facilitate our Afternoon Communion Service and our

private healthcare provider, as a fertility pastoral visitors who share their time and care with those who cannot easily
counsellor at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary and attend Church. We thank them for all that they have done and continue to do
most recently at Positive Life Therapy in and we promise to hold them in our prayers.

Glasgow. Rebecca also has her own private |(May Goddés bl essing be with you.

counselling pract!ce. ) Gordqnev. Gordon B. Armstrong)
Rebecca has an impressive range of

qualifications and has just completed an MSclin
Play Therapy. Play therapy is a form of
counselling that uses play to communicate wit
and help people, especially children, to preven
or resolve various issues.

While we are grateful to Roddy MacFarlane for
maintaining the work of the Counselling Servic
following the departure of Karen Millar, the

rogress.

In addition to her normal dayo-day duties, Rebecca has taken on the huge task
of completely overhauling all of our policy documents to ensure that our
Counselling Service meets all professional regulations and the requirements of
fhe institutions which provide us with student counsellors.

Board were keen to recruit someone who It is an exciting time for our counselling service and we look forward to working

could develop and grow the Service. With the With Rebecca.
energy and enthusiasm shown by Rebecca in The Coffee Shop is settling well into its new home in the

her first few months, we are confident that we :e« N=_Centre and, if you haven't already done so, please pay a
have found the right person to make that = ‘\_) visit.

e



Church Rol ||[Education, Mission, EcoCan
Commi t t-F@En®cDougall (E.M.E.C.)
Deaths: Going for Goldéor Green: A €CO e N | LD
04/05/17 Mrs. Irene Paul EcoCongegation Award Programme N
14/05/17 Mr. John Lindsay We are one of a growing number of churches registered with EcoCongegatio
25/05/17 Mrs. Margaret Smith Scotland. This is a charity that helps congregations to celebrate the creation that is
06/06/17 Mr. Neil McNeil all around them, from the majesty of lochs and mountains to the modesty of the
08/06/17 Miss Cath Miller windowesill plant pots or the bird table in the church grounds. The Eco
Congregation programme is designed to enthuse and equip churches to weave
Presentation t wronEe ta thelr life and mission in an enjoyable and stimulating way
. e sta chur year is a valuable time to reflect on our aspirations gs an
of Service Cellgkoto grégeﬁior@ﬁtn(ﬁ/ system for awards begins in August, and comprises thre
Congratulations to three elders who were | | stagesBronze, Silver and Gold. What could be more appropriate than we set
presented with long service certificates on| | ourselves the longerm goal of going for Gold? The award is focused around three
Sunday 18th June 2017. George Paul for 39 areas Spiritual Living, Practical Living and Global Living. One of the goals of EMEC
years and Bob Copleton and Tom Nixon for | for 2017-18 will be to achieve stage one, the Bronze Award. Here is part of the
50 years. Bronze programme:
3 We use praise, prayer and worship to celebrate creation and stewardshig
BWedre aware of our personal respons
3 We actively recycle waste and save energy wherever possible
3 We try to make the church grounds friendly for wildlife
BWebre aware of | ocal and gl obal S S
Interested?
We already do some of these things]| bu
awards, so we hope that members of the congregation will get involved to help
make this happen and ultimately help Oakshaw Trinity go for Gold. After all, what
: chilfd%o(e gt%eﬁe?‘?u I, Bob
sttrong.
Creation Time 2017
Far ewel | t o T h |@aph Sem@ember churches across the world are invited to use worship to celebrate
During the service otnh%uW%% er;L%tq’lfJG ata'on and reflec .
presentation was malden" €8 Thos maki | gra'nr@ e; Journeying wjtfF
our Pastoral Assist/dfomMathewhe | eft to move
tures ne To celebrate his time
shared A Rrayer framtthe Craation Timef welzsite
ervice. God of love, show us our place in this world as the channels of your love for gll cre
| of this earth, for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. Enlighten those who po:
power and money, that they may avoid the sin of indifference, that they may love tt
common good, advance the weak, and care for this world in which we live. The po
the earth are crying out. O Lord, seize us with your power and light, help us tp pro
life, to prepare for a better future, for the coming of your Kingdom Of justice, peace
and beauty. Praise be to you!
Amen.
For details on helping with our EcoCongegation Award, or to find out more abput
Thomas holding .| Cleation Time, please speak to Jim McDougall, Chair of EMEC.
logo courtesy of EcoCongregation
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Worship during the week'has now move
to the new hapel created in the Apse
rReonvaf tha mainhwynd Centre Building.
It starts at 9:45 and lasts for 15 minutes.
ais takel bymeibieirsotitescongregation
Catriona Muirhead, Jessie Cross, Sheen
Miller, Sandy Scorgie, David Barr, Rita Bs
Rev Gordon Smith and John Stewart,
supported by the Ministerial Team. Co
along and join us and you can have a tea

to join the worship team (no age restrictions) and can help one morning in a

Catriona in the Church Office. Material is available to assist preparation.

Scottish
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coffee in the new Tea Bar before starting your shopping. Also, if you would like

month that would be much appreciated. Please pass your name to me or contact



Fabr i c R &opabaisieeney Church of Scotland No
1 The committee commissioned a report on Health and Safe i )
in the Church and Wynd Centre. Further details will foIIow.@ O mmi U t-BheStewart
1 The committee continues to pursue grants available for
repairs and maintenance to the church and Wynd Centre.
9 The Eco Garden is being assessed to see what work is

| am about to start on a new adventure as a member of the
Nominations Committee of the Church of Scotland with my first
meeting on 15 August in the Church of Scotland offices. The
Committee consider making appointments to the various

_rrehqwred. . . ideri 3 vear Plan f Ko b Committees including potential Moderators so hard work lies
T careriggnc:umtlttee Is considering a 3 Year Plan for work to be y,, 4 For obvious reasons there is not much | am able to report

i but | am looking forward to this appointment which is for a
FIi nance R-G3cﬂb @pletdn (Acting Treasureperiod of 5 years and pleased that Oakshaw Trinity has a foot

David Osborne and | have reviewed the Management Accoutfiside the door of 121!
of the Church for the six months to 30th June, 2017. The
Income from Offerings, Plate and Gift Aid, £71707, is in line
with expectations, as is the other Income (Donations,
Investment Income and Hall Lets) £11052 grand total of
£82779.

Expenditure continues relentlessly with contributions to the
Church of Scotland and the Scottish Synod of the United
Reformed Church of £39667; Staff Costs £17926; Property
Repairs £4449; Heat, Light & Insurance for Church and Man
£8539; and General Administration and Expenses £86/83
total of £78364.

The surplus is £4415 less accounts paid in July for the periot
30th June of £4091. Oakshaw Trinity is just balancing its bo
The Church finances were improved by two legacies totalling
A10500. Overall the financ
blacko6, but it is always ne
congregation and unexpected costs in a property that is ovet
260 years old, that we all regularly review our contribution to
Oakshaw Trinity. When did you last do it? Do it now please
that Oakshaw Trinity Church can continue to be a Beacon of
Christian Witness.

Presbyt er y-lekelcbse r

As promised/threatened in the last edition of Trinity | would
like to give a note of my experience as a representative at th
General Assembly.

Although | was unable to attend the opening ceremony on
Saturday 20th May 2017, | was present in St Giles Cathedra
at the Heart and Soul event in Princes Street Gardens on the

Sunday and at all the business sessions from Monday to Fric
of the following week. \ /

The Lord High Commissioner this year was HRH The Princess
Royal who, as well as giving an opening and closing address,
attended the events on Sunday, the morning services and
hosted a Beating Retreat and Reception for new
Commissioners at the Palace of Holyrood House on the
Thursday evening.

| found the whole experience very interesting and exhausting
The number of subjects covered over the week, showing the
amount of work done by committees during the year, was an
eyeopener and the level of involvement in and to the debate
was of a very high standard. | would particularly mention tha
seeing and hearing the enthusiasm of the members of the Y
Assembly gives more hope for the future of our Church than
we might sometimes think from press reports. K \

| enjoyed the Reception on the Thursday night but with the fi
vote on the dayods business po
to see Beating Retreat at 6.30pm! However | did make it in
time for the wine at 7.00pm and this revived me after the ma,
rush down the hill.

| regard it as a privilege to have been able to attend and tha
Oakshaw Trinity and Presbytery for the opportunity and | (L hooi hall }
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. . unc in after Sunda
would urge anyone who has the chance to be involved in the School closing service )
future to go. L
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