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Wynd Centre  
-  Rev. Gordon Armstrong (Chairman) 

The Board members continue to work to 

maintain the high standards of the Centre and 

we very much rely on the dedication and time 

given by our large team of volunteers. 

However, we do still need some more 

volunteers to help out in our café and with our 

film shows. If you have some free time, and 

think that you might be able to help in some 

way, please do speak to me or telephone the 

office.  

We have also come through a time of illness 

and recuperation for some of our staff – thank 
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Diary Dates 

February 

Sun 17  19:00 Fellowship Group  

Sun 24  11.00  Family Service 

      13:00 Outing to Bellahouston for Skiing 

March 

Sun 3   10.15 Office Bearers’ Service 

      11.00 Sacrament of Holy Communion 

      Sunday School Bake-a-Thon 

      Soup and Bread lunch after service 

Sat 16   19:30 Race Night Event 

Sun 17  19:00 Fellowship Group  

Mon 25  Eight o’clock Club Fundraiser 

Tue 26  Open Day at the Friendly Hour 

Sun 31  Church A.G.M.  after Morning Worship   

April 

Sun 7   Monthly Communion after the service 

Sun 14  11.00 Palm Sunday service  
          followed by Church Lunch 

Mon15  19.00 Holy Week Service 

Tue 16  19.00 Holy Week Service 

Wed17  19.00 Holy Week Service 

Thu 18  19.00 Maundy Thursday Service 

Fri   19  19.00 Good Friday Service 

Sun 21   09.00 Early Morning Easter Service. 

       Breakfast after the service 

        11.00 Easter Sunday service 

May 

Sun 5   Monthly Communion after the service 

Sat 11   Church outing 

Sun 19  11:00 Family Service 

Thu 23  Girls’ Brigade Display 

Fri  24  19:30 Quiz Night 

On other Sundays, morning worship is at 11.00  

 

you for your patience and understanding given during 

this time and our thanks to Pauline Thomson for her 

assistance in the office.  

Wynd Worship - John Stewart 
Worship continues in the Apse room in the Wynd 

Centre on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings 

from 9.45 and lasts for 15 minutes. You are welcome to join in this short act of 

worship before starting your day. Come and join us and then enjoy a tea/coffee 

in our café. 

We still appeal for members to share the load of leading the worship If you 

would like to join the worship team (no age restrictions) and can help one 

morning in a month that would be much appreciated. Please pass your name to 

me or contact Catriona in the Church Office. Material is available to assist in 

preparation.   

From the Minister 

Dear friends,  

The New Year has begun and so as I write this letter, I 

wonder, especially as we hear so much and yet so little of 

what Brexit will do to our country,  “Is my mind closed or 

open to change and possible growth?” Which leads me to 

another question; “Can we as a church community truly embrace the growth 

mind-set?”  Surely this is another way of saying, “See, I am doing a new 

thing” (Isaiah 43:19).  

In the spirit of what might be around the corner, or what growth might be 

possible if we all believe in it, then we at Oakshaw Trinity Church will continue 

to work and strive for the Kingdom of God, and extend an invitation for you 

and your families and friends to join us in our worship. 

Our student, Dorothy, has settled in well with us and over the past months we 

have enjoyed her thoughtful contributions to our church life. It is also good to 

have our Pastoral Assistant the Rev. George Lind back with us.  

In January, we welcomed Douglas Gray as our Beadle, replacing John Durnan 

who after ten years of sterling service has decided that the time was right for 

him to ‘sit on a pew’ (I wonder if this has anything to do with the new pew 

cushions that have recently been fitted…). However, we thank you John and 

wish you a happy retirement. 

Over the past few months we have been joined by many visitors and new 

members. I do hope you feel very much at home within our congregation as we 

all feel very blessed to have you worshipping with us. 

With the joy of Christmas and indeed with the year now past, I know that 

some of you or your family have been unwell and others have died. Please 

know that you are in my thoughts and prayers. 

In all situations, whether political or personal, I have always found this short 

prayer helpful:  

“Lord for your faithful people, life has changed, but not ended. Amen” 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

Gordon (Rev. Gordon B. Armstrong) 
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Church Roll   

Baptisms: 

27/01/19  George Mark Higgins 

Deaths: 
19/11/18  Robert Robertson 

29/11/18  Andrew (Drew) Christie 

13/12/18  Donald Cuthbertson 

06/01/19   Jean Russell 

11/01/19  May Brotherston 

Education, Mission, EcoCongegation 
Committee - Jim McDougall ( E.M.E.C. ) 

Mission Fund Update  

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith 

save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, 

what good is that?  (James 2, 14-18) 

Mission is an important part of our witness. Just before Christmas we donated £250 each 
from the Mission Fund to five local charities- Accord Hospice, St Vincent’s Hospice, Ferguslie 

Pre-Five Centre, Blue Triangle Housing Project at Bruce Court and Renfrewshire Women’s 

Aid. At the Watchnight Service we had a retiring collection for Practical Action, and 

throughout the year we have been collecting items for the Renfrewshire Food Bank. In the 

next few issues of Trinity Magazine we’ll take a closer look at these organisations to get an 

idea of why we want to help. 

Food supplies at home and abroad: Renfrewshire Food Bank and Practical Action 

The Renfrewshire Food Bank was established in 2012. It is one of over 420 food banks 

operated by the Trussel Trust, whose simple aim is that, “together we can end hunger in the 

UK”. In 2018 the Food Bank took in 97 tonnes of donations and over the last six months has 

provided nutritionally balanced food parcels for 1197 children, 680 families, 1639 single 

people and 284 couples. According to Elizabeth Alexander, manager of the Food Bank, the 

demand for food bank services is rising as people struggle with Universal Credit, and they are 

most grateful to local churches and schools for their ongoing support. Every week, members 
of our church bring in much needed supplies of tins, packets and toiletries which are then 

taken to the main warehouse.  At Christmas, we took part in the reverse advent calendar, 

where we set aside a different food item each day of Advent. All donations from Paisley and 

Renfrew are sorted into  food parcels by volunteers, to be given to people in need. The aim 

is to provide a minimum of three days’ nutritionally-balanced emergency food to people who 

have been referred in crisis, as well as support to help people resolve the crises they face, by 

offering them advice. Across Britain over 50,000 health care and social work professionals 

issued emergency food vouchers, and the number of people using food banks has risen from 

500, 000 in 2015 to 650, 000 in 2018.  

People continue to have different views on the morality or effectiveness of foodbanks, but 

they are without doubt a life saver for desperate families in our community. 

The problems of food security are a worldwide problem, and this is where Practical Action 

comes in. It was founded by economist EF Schumacher in 1966, as the Intermediate 
Technology Development Group. Their aim was based on Schumacher’s concept “Small is 

Beautiful” is and their goal is to harness local technology and skills to help address hunger 

and poverty in rural areas, in Africa, Asia and South America. Practical Action works with 

farmers to come up with low cost, low tech ways of improving crop yields, getting more 

water on to fields and managing land more effectively. For example, in Zimbabwe, sadly in 

the news again, they have introduced new crops, shown farmers how to diversify and 

experimented with solar powered water pumps. This one project alone has benefitted 3,000 

small farmers. Lessons from Practical Action’s experience are spread through consultancy 

services, publishing activities, education resources, advocacy and an international technical 

enquiries service called Practical Answers The organisation believes in sustainable solutions 

that do not harm the global environment and you can read elsewhere a report from Fiona 

Catterson about ways in which we can do our bit for the environment. 

So, thank you to everyone who contributes to the Mission fund, and we hope you will 

continue to do so in 2019. 

 

Jean Christie and family would like to 
thank the choir for floral tributes and 
members of the congregation for 
cards, telephone calls and messages of 
support following Drew’s death. Thanks 
to Gordon for his pastoral support and 
all who attended Drew’s funeral.  
The retiring collection 
realised £560 for 
Accord Hospice. 

Foodbank - John Stewart  
Manager Elizabeth Alexander thanks all those who 

donated to the Foodbank as this means that 

throughout the winter period everyone will 

manage to get a full three 

day parcel. 

Donations can be placed in 

the boxes in the vestibule of 

the Church. 

From Dorothy Wallace - Student Minister 
Time flies - My sister-in-law has a great turn of phrase. One of her 

favourites is “Time flies like the wind, but Fruit Flies like bananas.” Give it 

a minute. 

That is certainly the case for me. Four and a half months have passed 

since I began this placement and I feel quite at home. My husband has 

made a few chums also, which is always a good sign. 

I have enjoyed taking part in the life of this Kirk, Sunday worship and beyond. 

It is a joy to have shared a chat with so many of you after church on Sunday, at the Friendly 

Hour or, in some cases your own home or a hospital bed. It is one of the great privileges  of 

ministry; getting to know the church members and, hopefully, eventually, becoming a part of 

their lives. I personally love a good blether and I am always interested in people’s stories. 

I have been blessed with the opportunity to join the younger members of this church, as 

well as their friends and families, who attended  Christmas Messy Church. Messy Church is 

a wonderful way to get families together, thinking and then talking together about faith.  

By the time you are reading this, I will be well into my last semester at Highland Theological 

College and with God’s grace, closer to graduation. When I began my journey over three 

years ago, it felt like I would be a student forever. Again, time flies. 

I will be with you until June and I hope to visit some of the youth organisations as well as 

the Sunday School before I go. 

I like to be busy and there is always something going on at Oakshaw Trinity. 

FLOWER FUND FLOWER FUND FLOWER FUND ---   Seonaid PrenticeSeonaid PrenticeSeonaid Prentice   

I would like to take this opportunity to I would like to take this opportunity to I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank sincerely everyone who has donated thank sincerely everyone who has donated thank sincerely everyone who has donated 
to the Flower Fund.to the Flower Fund.to the Flower Fund.   

The flowers are greatly appreciated every The flowers are greatly appreciated every The flowers are greatly appreciated every 
week and thanks are due to the Flower week and thanks are due to the Flower week and thanks are due to the Flower 
Arrangers and the background people who Arrangers and the background people who Arrangers and the background people who 
help me.help me.help me.   

The flowers are The flowers are The flowers are 
distributed to those distributed to those distributed to those 
members who are ill, members who are ill, members who are ill, 
bereaved, in Care Homes bereaved, in Care Homes bereaved, in Care Homes 
and who have special and who have special and who have special 
anniversaries, etc.anniversaries, etc.anniversaries, etc.   

Seniors' Holiday 

This year's holiday will be from 

Monday 29th April until Friday 3rd 

May 2019, at the Columba Hotel in Oban. 

It will include a trip to Mull and Iona.  

Numbers are restricted, so therefore please 

inform Gordon or Sandra, as soon as possible, if 

you would wish to participate. 

- Sandra and Gordon Hamilton 

Catriona Muirhead would like to thank 
everyone for the cards, phone calls and 

flowers she received after 
her operation. All were 

gratefully received. 
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Fabric Committee - Sandra Wilson 

The committee would like to thank 

everyone who helped with Christmas 

decorations, particularly the new pre-

lit tree which shone beautifully.  

In Spring, refurbishment and 

rehanging of the front gates will take 

place and pot holes in the car park 

will be filled. This will cause some 

disruption, as areas need to be 

levelled, water channels installed and 

finally the ground compacted and 

existing and new stones re-laid. 

We are consulting with Renfrewshire 

Council with regard to repairs to the 

vestry ceiling as the tower is owned 

by them and they need to assess the 

works before we can progress. 

April will see the start of the maintenance of the grounds and 

surveys have been done on the roof of the halls (due to some 

leaks appearing) and the church windows (mastic repairs). 

Parking on a Sunday is becoming more difficult, and we ask that 

spaces around the church are kept for people who are unable 

to walk up the hill.  Please make sure when parking in the 

grounds that enough space is left at the corners of the building 

to allow cars to get through easily. 

Church of Scotland “Go for It” 
Grant funding - John Stewart 

The “Go for it” Church of Scotland Fund has agreed to make a 

contribution of £5,000 to support the Pilot Scheme for the 

Child Play Therapy Scheme which, if successful, will be added to 

the current Counselling Services operating within the Wynd 

Centre. This would mean the Wynd providing counselling 

services available for clients from the age of 5 through to and 

including adult age clients. “Go For It” is a Fund of the Church 

of Scotland which aims to encourage creative ways of working, 

which develop the life and mission of the local church, and are 

transformative for both communities and congregations.  

Choir - Catriona Muirhead  
The choir has resumed after the festive season and, as always, 

would love to see new members. If you enjoy 

singing why not come along? We meet in the 

church on Thursday evenings at 8.00 p.m. and 

you will be made most welcome. 

We were delighted that Margaret Armstrong, 

Pamela Adkin and Colin Crawford joined us at our Lessons and 

Carols Service and hope they will enjoying singing with us again.  

Unfortunately towards the end of the year we lost one of our 

members, Drew Christie.  Drew was not only a committed 

choir member for many years, he was a true friend always 

willing to listen and eager to help in any way, a true and valuable 

member, he will be sadly missed. Our thoughts are with Jean, 

Graeme and Susan. 

Our Director of Music, David, continues with Organ Recitals in 

Kelvingrove. Dates for them are intimated in Oracle so - take 

an afternoon out in pleasant surroundings with lovely music. 

Social Events Committee - Lorna Gibson 

The Christmas Fayre in the Wynd on Saturday 24th November 

was a great success. The morning was 

well attended and I am sure everyone 

enjoyed the rolls and sausage and the 

tombola stall.  A big thank you to 

everyone who helped out as well as 

those who came along to support it. 

The Social Events Committee 

continue to be busy planning future 

social events.  We have a family 

Ceilidh planned for Saturday 2nd 

February and a Race Night planned 

for Saturday 16th March.  The Palm 

Sunday lunch will be at Paisley Golf 

Club again and further details about this published soon.  

Following the success of the Fish Supper and Quiz night last 

year, we plan to have another one on Friday 24th May and a 

summer bike ride on 21st July.  Details on all of the above and 

other future events will be in the Oracle and posted on the 

Events Committee notice board in the hall nearer the time. 

Future dates are shown in blue in Diary Dates on front page.  

ECO Congregation - Fiona Catterson 

Say “no” to plastic! 

“The amount of plastic in the world’s oceans is set to treble in a decade unless action is taken to deal with the 

problem”  (Independent, March 2018) 

“Experts say it is time to change “out of sight, out of mind” approach to problems in the world’s oceans” (Independent, March 2018) 

A resolution was made at September’s URC Synod meeting to: 

1. eliminate all single use plastic straws (including Fairtrade items) from Synod meetings, from Synod Office and from events funded fully by the 

Synod; 

2. eliminate all single use plastic and polystyrene cups from Synod meetings, from Synod Office and from events fully funded by the Synod; 

3. encourage all local churches and partner organisations to adopt a similar policy; 

4. ask the Church and Society Committee to examine other opportunities to reduce reliance on single use plastic and report back to future 

Synod meetings on this matter. 

Oakshaw Trinity’s response to this is: 

1. to display a poster on the EMEC Notice Board encouraging members to say “no” to accepting plastic straws etc. 

2. to publicise the Synod’s Resolution and encourage all Organisations, Groups who use our facilities and individual members to use alternatives 
to plastic straws, cups, cutlery etc. at regular and “one-off” events.  

Please consider carefully your use of such plastic items both for church events and for use in your own home. 

Alternatives to plastic cutlery, straws, plates etc. can be sourced from Vegware, Oceansaver and other suppliers e.g. Amazon. 

Please take time to read this inspiring article at:  

https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/highlands/1634985/kate-forbes-msp-celebrating-success-of-final-straw-campaign-one-year-on  

The full article is on the EMEC Noticeboard in the Main Hall. 

Together we can make a difference and be “A Scotland that cares for God’s creation, now and forever”. 
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Friendly Hour - Barbara Copleton 

The first half of our session for 2018/19 finished with a delicious 

Christmas lunch served in 

the Church hall.  At this 

afternoon we celebrated 

with one of our members, 

Jean Colville, who had 

reached the ripe old age of 

100 years.  We look forward 

to celebrating her 101st next 

year - one great lady! 

We started 2019 with a very 

welcome return of Renfrew Ladies’ 

Choir.  This very talented choir is 

ably led by Margaret Clark and we 

enjoyed a variety of songs and solos.  

During a selection of Scottish songs, Wilson Miller showed us 

very colourful slides of sights and lochs all around Scotland.  A 

most enjoyable afternoon to start the new year.   

We now look forward to a variety of guests coming to entertain 

us on Tuesday afternoons, as well as our indoor curling. The 

coffee afternoon is on 26th February and everyone is welcome. 

The Friendly Hour is open to anyone aged 60 years and over, 

and includes men and women who come from our church and 

the surrounding community, so please come along and join us at 

2pm on Tuesday afternoons. 

Trinity Lunch Club - Sheena Miller 
We have had an enjoyable and interesting session so far. The 

remaining dates for session are:- 

Wed 13th March: Christine Badger entertains 

Wed 10th April: Outing. This year we hope to go to Ayr. 

We meet in the Main Hall of the Wynd Centre from 12.30pm 

to 2pm and start with a light lunch. 

These meetings are open to everyone. If you are interested in 

attending any of the meetings, please ensure that your name is 

on the sheet in the vestibule of the church which is available on 

the two Sundays prior to the meeting. This is necessary for 

catering purposes. 

Handbells Team - Elizabeth Clark 

Christmas came early to the handbells’ rehearsals this year ! 

The reason for this was a request for us to play in a Christmas 

Concert with the Bridge Of Weir Choral Society.  

We worked on various Christmas pieces of music and 

eventually decided to play White Christmas and Sleigh Ride 

which would get everyone into the Christmas spirit. 

We were also asked to accompany the Choral Society who 

were singing a John Rutter piece called Rejoice And Be Merry. 

Once again, this was a new challenge for us as we usually play 

music for handbells only.  

Our next event will be in March when we will be involved in 

“OKFest 2019” in the Old Kirk, Kilmacolm. 

Oakshaw Explorers - Jessie Cross 

An initial meeting of those interested in the Oakshaw Explorers 

was held on 3rd February and a new programme of visits from 

May to September should be available shortly.  These day or half 

day outings are to places of interest that allow those coming 

along to be as active or otherwise as they wish.  i.e. you can 

walk around grounds, visit buildings or just relax in a tearoom - 

or all three if you are so minded! Everyone is welcome.  We 

leave from the church car park and take as few cars as possible 

with spaces being available for those who don't drive.  If you are 

interested in learning more please contact Jessie Cross or 

Sheena Miller. 

Trinity Theatre Group - Jean Bett  

Trinity Theatre Group had a successful show in 

November. 'Beauty and The Beast' proved to be a popular 

choice as we had full houses at almost all performances. This 

was greatly helped by fantastic support from church 

organisations and members of the congregation. On the Friday 

night Fiona Walker brought eighty-four children from the 

Rainbows and Brownies with their leaders. At the end of the 

performance we were able to get some lovely pictures of the 

children with the cast which I hope to have up on the Dramatic 

Club's board in the not too distant future. With such support 

we were pleased to be able to increase our donation to the 

church. Thank you to all who support us.  

Eight o’clock Club - Sheena Miller  

We gave the £100 donated at the Christmas dinner, in lieu of a 

secret Santa, to the Foodbank. Thanks to all who donated. 

Thanks also to those who bought the 2018 Quiz sheets. The 

sum of £307 was raised and the answers are available on the 

church Facebook page or ask a committee member. 

Winners: Mary Reid, Isobel McIntosh, Liz Sharp and Sam Hay. 

Dates for the next few months are:- 

Monday 25th February   - Anne Chalmers  - Quilting 

Monday 25th March at 7:30 pm  Taylor Fashions Shopping Night 

This is our fundraiser in aid of the RAH Panda Centre. 

Monday 29th April -  AGM  and indoor curling 

Monday 3rd June - outing (still to be arranged) 

Anyone who wishes to join in any of the above which, apart 

from the fundraising concert, are held in the Lang hall at 8 p.m., 

would be made most welcome. 

Tea & Crafts - Margaret Armstrong  

Firstly, a big thank you to all in our group for the many 

items prepared and created for the Church Christmas 

Fayre and indeed for helping out at the same, a great 

time was had by all.  

We are now well into the New Year, so why not come along 

on the 2nd Monday of the month for a cuppa and a chat or join 

with us to share some of your ideas and skills. 

Christmas 
lunch 

Christmas 
dinner 
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Rainbows and Brownies Elizabeth Halliday 

Happy New Year and a warm welcome back to all our 

girls and leaders.  Some pictures of events last year. 

 

We are well underway with our 

new programme of ‘Skill Builder’ 

challenges focusing on a number of different badges to give the 

girls a variety of activities.  ‘Recycling’ is one of the focus areas 

and we have been learning through games and crafts. 

Twenty-two of the Brownies are joining girls from all over 

Renfrewshire at the Lomond Shores Sealife Centre on 1st 

March for the annual District Camp.  This is a great event that 

all of the girls thoroughly enjoy 

Dates for your diary 

Friday 1st March – Brownies at Sealife Centre District Camp.   

   Rainbows on Holiday. 

Friday 29th March – Last night before School Easter Holidays  

Youth Committee - Neil Armstrong 

As you read this we will have enjoyed another trip to Glasgow 

ski centre for skiing and tubing, after the Thinking Day family 

service. In December we organised a successful Messy Church 

on the theme of advent and it was a great success involving the 

wider community of the church.   

We continue to plan events and would encourage you to share 

these with your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews and 

friends. All events are for young and old to develop the youth in 

the church.  

I would like to thank everyone for their support of the youth 

committee and everything we aim to do to involve the youth in 

the wider community of Oakshaw Trinity Church.  

Girls’ Brigade (2nd Paisley) - Karen Peacock 

November and December were very busy for us. On 10th 

November we had five teams take part 

in our Divisional Competition and we 

are delighted that we won the Brigader 

Trophy this year after winning Explorer 

and Junior last year.  Winners Heather 

and Rachel created a room out of 

recycled items. 

Our coffee evening raised over £350; 

thanks to all who supported us. In 

December we had a great night at the panto 'Jack and the 

Beanstalk' at the Arts Centre and closed the year with our 

Christmas Party and a visit from  Santa. 

All sections continue 

badge work in 2019. The 

Brigaders are continuing 

with their theme 'music' 

preparing for our display 

in May. The Juniors are 

preparing for their 

sponsored walk for 

Dogs Trust on 7th 

February and there have 

been lots of festivals for 

the Explorers to work 

on. 

Our next big event will 

be a fundraiser on 

Thursday 28th March 

– further details will 

be in Oracle nearer 

the time. The Juniors 

and the Brigaders are  

heading to camp up at 

Lapwing Lodge over 

the weekend of 5th- 8th April. 

We finish the year with our Annual Display on Thursday 23rd 

May. 

Hallowe’en 

Visit to ‘Beauty and the Beast’ where 
Sophie Walker was surprised with a rose 
and the cast singing ‘Happy Birthday’. 

Christmas 
party 

Boys’ Brigade (14th Paisley) - Craig McPhee 

It’s been a busy session so far for 14th Paisley and we had the 

honour this session of representing the Paisley & District Batalltion 

at the Remembrance Day Parade at Paisley Cenotaph, with Reece 

Nicholl and Jack Hamilton laying the Battalion wreaths.  

We are still keen on new members joining us, including any adults who wish to 

volunteer as helpers.  Anyone looking for more information can contact Craig McFie 

or any of the other leaders. 

For those who use Twitter, you can follow us at @14thPaisleyBB for more news 

and events happening within the company. 

Remembrance 2018 Poppies 
We hope you enjoyed seeing 
the wall of poppies as much as 
we enjoyed making them.  
Thank you again for the 
plastic bottle donations.  The 
ECO Committee were thrilled 
to see bottles being re-used 
and not just recycled.   



 

   Edition     Articles due by    Magazine available 

   Summer       28/04/19          12/05/19 

    Autumn       28/07/19          11/08/19 

Future Magazine Dates 
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God is always with us, even at times when we feel 

low. Let us pray- 

Eternal loving God, you are always with us, even when we 

feel like losers. You give us strength to cope even when we 

are down low. And you empower us to rise up, to start 

again. 

You, and only you, can build us back up and inspire us to 

hope; make us smile and laugh again. And your good will to 

us will always blast through our stubborn resistance and our 

petty pessimism. Bless us as we share that news with those 

we meet. 

Amen. 

(from Douglas Scott, Presbytery Prayer Coordinator) 

Guides (11th Paisley) - Linda Kelly 

In November ten Guides 

made their commitment to 

upholding the Guide Law 

and to help/care for others 

by taking their Promise. 

We would like to 

welcome them “officially” 

in to the Guide family and 

hope they enjoy their 

Guiding journey with us.   

Our last baking session of 

2018 saw the Guides 

decorate their own log rolls and make some Christmas themed 

cookies/biscuits – all taken home and enjoyed. 

We started back on 10th January and got straight to work on 

some new Skillsbuilders, Interest Badges and Unit Meeting 

Activities, all of which form the new Guiding Programme.  

Everyone enjoyed a very messy paint night and we also had a 

visit from Fiona Catterson, who talked to the Guides about 

Oakshaw Trinity’s Eco-Congregation. 

With Thinking Day just around the corner, the Guides will once 

again be focussing on the wider Girl Guiding Association, with 

different activities based on the theme of World Centre 

Welcome. 

Looking ahead to the next couple of months, the Guides will be 

taking on some challenging crafts and fun activities, as well as 

continuing to work on their chosen Interest Badges.   

We will also be looking forward to a visit from the ‘older’ 

Brownies in May and with any luck, some outdoor activities 

before the end of the session. 

Tots and Toddlers - Janice McCallum   

The children who use this service were invited along to receive 

a gift from Santa. Some were more enthusiastic to receive this 

than others but they all enjoyed their day. 

Thank you to the staff who run Tots n Toddlers - they do a 

grand job and are ready to use their skills to look after your 

children while you worship. A wide variety of toys for all ages 

are laid out; all we need is the children to use them. 

Saturday Club - Graeme Dewar 

Good to be back after the Christmas break, hopefully everyone 

enjoying the activities and preparing for the summer days ahead. 

The club is for school age children and everyone is welcome to 

join in the fun and games. Adults are also encouraged to join in 

with the children, help and get fit for summer. My thanks to all 

who attend and ensure the club runs smoothly. 
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Sunday School - Janice McCallum   

Firstly, a big Thank You for the beautiful flower arrangement 

presented to me after the 

Nativity. Gifts from Gift Service 

were given to Barnardos and the 

cards went to Community Meals 

for their users. 

All the children had great fun at 

their Christmas party and 

enjoyed the visit from Santa. 

The senior Sunday School also 

enjoyed their pizza party and 

movie day. I would especially 

like to thank all of the children 

for a great performance at the 

Nativity, I know we don't have 

much time to rehearse but 

ever year you pull together to 

make something special. 

Thanks also to the staff for all their help with the rehearsals and 

with the performance and special thanks to the congregation 

for the lovely comments and continued support.  

We should always try to remember how much a part of our 

church community the children are. We sometimes refer to the 

children as "the future of the Church" but they are so much 

more than that, and are very much an integral part of our own 

worship experience. We need to make the children feel part of 

the congregation.  

We are using Scripture Union material for our lessons. It is 

bright and colourful and easy to use and now comes in an Eco 

friendly version where we only copy what we require. This 

should help towards us becoming an Eco Congregation.  

We have a variety of events lined up for the rest of the session: 

a Bake-a-thon for "Comic relief" on Sunday 3rd March; 

surprises on Mothers’ Day and Fathers’ Day; Easter egg hunt, 

Easter egg competition and craft day at, yes, Easter. 


